Three Ways to Think about Technology
Here are some possible resources to use.  These are videos created by CNS about the “Three Big Ideas.”  Below are summaries of brief talks given during Session I explaining how asphalt, the cell phone, and a tomato help us understand the interconnectedness of technologies to systems, social relationships, and values. 

Videos: 
PART I:  Three Big Ideas http://aswenowthink.wordpress.com/2013/02/04/nano-and-society-video-clips-part-1/
PART II:  Tomato Picker  http://aswenowthink.wordpress.com/2013/02/11/nano-and-society-video-clips-part-2/
PART III: Cell Phone  http://aswenowthink.wordpress.com/2013/02/19/nano-society-video-clips-part-3/
PART IV:  Speed Bump http://aswenowthink.wordpress.com/2013/02/28/nano-society-video-clips-part-4/
PART V: Light Switch  http://aswenowthink.wordpress.com/2013/03/12/nano-society-video-clips-part-5/
Values Shape Technology, Asphalt 

Where is technology and nanotechnology? We often don’t notice things until they don’t work anymore, for instance, asphalt is taken for granted until we hit a pothole. We build and design values into technology, even something like asphalt. Example given of the environmental cool-coating that can uses nanoparticle to reflect heat better. It was used in a couple of places around Phoenix a few years ago and is already a no longer existing part of history because the coating was painted over and never put back: “It is the future and it is already a part of the past.”

Changing Social Relationships, Cell Phones  

Cell phones affect social relationships in many obvious and subtle ways. For instance, the incremental shift from pagers to smartphones changed, over time, norms regarding how quickly we are expected to respond to others when they contact us. In addition, we are also sharing a lot more information now which further changes relationships. It is easy to know where I am and who I’m with all the time (geo-locating, tagging, etc.). The change can be simultaneously slow and fast. The pervasiveness of our smartphones happened in a relatively short amount of time, but it doesn’t seem like a sudden change.

Changing Technological Systems, Tomatoes

This is an example of how something as simple as a tomato does not involve a straightforward process –– this little red fruit is an amazing piece of technology. Farmers had to develop methods for growing large amounts of them in all seasons. They had to be cultivated to fit with machine pickers. Laborers that used to pick tomatoes now must find something else to do. Tomatoes don’t exist in isolation, they are part of larger, complex socio-technical systems of which humans are actors within. Society shapes technology and technology shapes society.

