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Experience since the 
issuance of the initial safety 
standards has shown that 
public resistance to the use 
of seat belts prevents them 
from achieving their 
potential for reducing the 
death and injury rate. 

National Highway Safety Board 
(1970)



…will not require the driver or any occupant 
of that car to do a single thing, and yet be 
protected. 

Sec. of Transportation John Volpe (1971)



NHTSA Counts for Air Bag Fatalities 
1990-1997
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Air Bag & Seat Belt 
Safety Campaign

Always Slide the Seat Back 
– And Sit Back!  

Buckle Everyone! 
Children in Back! 



NHTSA “Consumer Information Label” 
1992



NHTSA mandated “Warning Label” 
1996







Sec. of Transportation Rodney Slater





Change in restraint use from 
beginning of 1996 to end of 1998

Seat belts: 60% to 70%

Infant Restraints (1-12 months): 85% to 93%

Toddler restraints (1-4 years): 60% to 87%

Child Restraints (5-15 years): 65% to 69%



NHTSA Counts for Air Bag Fatalities 
(1990-2000)
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Elesys
A smart parent still beats a smart airbag.

Tip #1: Multi-stage airbags can still injure children! Keep 
infants and small children in the back seat, buckled into 
child seats or safety belts.

Tip #2: Drivers and front-seat passengers should always 
buckle up, slide the seat back to a comfortable position, and 
avoid sitting or leaning close to the air bag.

Tip #3: If your vehicle has an air bag on/off switch, check to 
make sure it is set properly on each trip for the occupant in 
that seat.

Tip #4: To reduce the risk of injury, put 10-inches between 
your chest and the air bag cover.

Tip #5: Never place your feet on the dashboard, which 
contains the airbag.

Tip #6: Adult passengers should sit straight and stay buckled.
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