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EXPERT QUOTES ABOUT THE PUBLIC:
“It’s easy to look at the general public and talk 

about how badly they might sensationalize some 

area to its detriment.” 

“I think it’s a problem of why research needs to be 

driven by attention to the needs of the poor, and 

not just attention to the technology and not just 

attention…Here the public seems to have no say in 

the kind of technology that’s being developed.”

“So I could see that people would look at this and 

say, I don't want those NANO robots in me. What if 

your child had a brain tumor and this could get rid 

of your kid’s brain tumor?...You would feel very 

differently about that technology.”

“How do we help the public understand what the 

real risks are as opposed to the perceived risks? 

How do we educate the investment community to 

understand what the societal acceptance issues will 

be…?”

Delphi Method 

Longitudinal, 3 rounds of data collection. 

40 expert-stakeholders using purposive sampling.

12 original nodes were sampled from large Delphi regarding 
the public or associated with society at large. 

14 new thematic patterns supported by literature.  

•Expert views on the public involvement in emerging technology development and governance are shaped by the 
affiliation of the scientist (e.g., Natural scientists tend to speak less about the public than social scientists or 
ethicists).

•BUT…Scientists from all 4 affiliations view governance of emerging technology as inclusive of some aspect of the 
public.

•On average, all 4 affiliations spoke most often about public when discussing economics and public acceptance.

•Next Steps—Valence of themes by Technocratic Elitism/Social Constructionist views of public engagement.

Preliminary Conclusions
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RESULTS

Bio-mining

Engineered extremophile

bacteria for precious metal 

extraction.

Plant microbes

Engineered microbes to 

improve nitrogen-fixation, 

fight pathogens, or send 

signals to plants.

Cyberplasm

a biomimetic machine-

organism hybrid modeled 

after the sea-lamprey for 

medical diagnosis and 

treatment.

De-extinction

Cloning using contemporary 

and extinct species DNA to 

revive bygone flora and 

fauna.


